CHAPTER VIII
ART OF WRITING

The Origin of the Devanagri Alphabet; Indigenous or Foreign ? A simi-
larity of form between some of the Greek and Sanskrit Alphabets :
The Kharostri writing and its Cradle.

IT has been a matter of considerable dispute whether the
Devanagri alphabet is of indigenous or foreign origin. The
majority of oriental scholars have held the latter view and have
based their theory on the resemblances of the Devanagri to
some of the foreign alphabets. Those letters of the Devanagri
which stood the test, have been supposed to have under-
gone modifications, due either to the cursive hands or to the in-
tentional changes made by the borrower. Hofrath Dr. Biihler
was of opinion that the alphabet imported into India was
made to assume native Indian forms very cleverly.

Before we enter into the discussion, we should note that
nothing in the Vedas nor even in the Brahmanas permits us
to believe in the existence of the art of writing at the epoch,
when these Indian religious literature were composed.
There is no< mention of writing-materials even, whether
paper, bark, or skin, at the time when the Indian
Diaskeuasts collected the songs of the Rishis; nor is there
any allusion to writing during the succeeding period. This
upsets the common theories about the origin of the prose
literature, for, according to Wolf, prose composition is a
sure sign of a written literature. It was not so in Brahmi-
nical India. "The whole of the Brahmana literature,
however incredible it may seem", remarked Prof. Max Muller ,
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